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Dates to Remember
 March 27: Fourth
Sunday of Lent —
Masses at 4:00 PM on
Saturday and 9:00 AM
on Sunday
 April 3: Fifth Sunday
of Lent — 9:00 AM
Mass and FCFF Unit 5
Formation Session
God’s Gift
of Freedom
Today’s gospel tells the
parable of the merciful
Father and his two sons.
The father is always ready
to forgive and to hope
against hope. Especially
striking is the father’s
tolerance before the
younger son’s decision to
leave home: he could have
opposed it, knowing that
he was still immature, a
youth, or sought a lawyer
not to give him his
inheritance, as the father
was still living. Instead, he
allows the son to leave,
although foreseeing the
possible risks. God works
with us like this. God
allows us to be free, even
to making mistakes,
because in creating us,
God has given us the great
gift of freedom. It is for us
to put it to good use. This
gift of freedom that God
gives us always amazes
me!
— Pope Francis

March 27, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the
Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” So to them Jesus addressed this parable:
“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father,
‘Father give me the share of your estate that should come to me.’
So the father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger
son collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country
where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation.
When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country,
and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local
citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill
of the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any.
Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have
more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger.
I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat
me as you would treat one of your hired workers.”’
So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off,
his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.
He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be
called your son.’ But his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest
robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast,
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again;
he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began.
Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared
the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the
servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to him,
‘Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf
because he has him back safe and sound.’ He became angry, and when he
refused to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with him.
He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did
I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with
my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with
prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’ He said to him,
‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours.
But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has
come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Sunday Gospel Connection: March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Lent — Cycle C
Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32
Gospel Background: The parable Jesus tells in today's
Gospel is unique to the Gospel of Luke. Jesus has been teaching
the crowds as he journeys to Jerusalem. As he teaches, the
Pharisees and scribes complain and challenge Jesus because he
is welcoming sinners at his table. Today we hear the third of
three parables that Jesus tells in response to his critics. These
three familiar parables—the lost sheep, the lost coin, and today's
parable of the prodigal son—invite us to consider the depth of
God's mercy and love.
The Pharisees taught a scrupulous observance of Jewish Law. In
their interpretation and practice, observant Jews who shared
table fellowship with sinners would be made unclean. Like
Jesus, the Pharisees hoped to lead sinners back to God. The Pharisees, however, required that
sinners first become ritually clean—observant of the Pharisees' interpretation of Jewish Law—before
sharing table fellowship. This appears to be one of the major differences between the Pharisees and
Jesus. Jesus reaches out to sinners while they are still sinners, inviting them to conversion through
fellowship with him. Jesus is God acting among us; by befriending us, he is inviting us to return to
friendship with God. Through friendship with Jesus, our sins are forgiven and we, in turn, bear fruit
for God. Recall last Sunday's Gospel and the barren fig tree.
Our familiarity with today's parable risks dulling us to its tremendously powerful message. We call
this the parable of the lost son or the prodigal son. Any focus on the younger son, however, must also
be balanced by an examination of the unusual behavior of the father.
First we must imagine our first response to the audacity of a son who asks for his inheritance before
his father has died. Indignation would certainly be a justifiable response to such a request. Yet the
father in this parable agrees to honor the son's request and divides his property among his two sons.
How might we describe such a father? Foolish comes to mind, but so does trusting. Without property
of his own, the father must rely upon his sons to provide for his well-being.
The younger son takes his inheritance and leaves home. The older son remains, continuing to provide
for the father and the household. Having been disgraced by the younger son, the father spends some
time watching the road for the return of the lost son. When he eventually sees his wayward son
returning, the father not only welcomes him but also runs out to greet him and then honors him with
a party. We say that this father is loving and forgiving. Yet these adjectives only begin to describe
the depth of love and mercy that characterize the father.
We find no surprise in the anger of the older son. Yet the father appears sad and even confused by
the older son's indignation. He says in reply that they should celebrate because the lost son had
returned. The father is filled with gratitude and love for the older son's faithfulness. This love is in
no way diminished by the father's rejoicing at the return of the younger son. Yet the older son's
jealousy reveals his limited understanding of the depth of his father's love.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is traditionally called Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that
means “rejoice.” Today's Gospel describes the reason for our joy: God's great love for us has been
revealed in Jesus. Through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Christ has reconciled us with God
and one another.
(Continued on pg. 3)
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(Continued from pg. 2)

Family Connection: “Hey, that's not fair!” How many times have we heard this spoken in
our family? Family members challenge one another's generosity, operating from the
perspective of limited resources. If we have given to one, perhaps there won't be enough for
the other. Jesus wants us to understand that this is not how it is with God's mercy and
forgiveness. God offers his love to all of us in abundance. The forgiveness of the father in the
parable is an image of God's love for us, generous beyond measure in his love for both of his
sons. Can we truly believe that God acts this way towards us and accept his mercy without
jealousy, knowing that God's love for another does not diminish his love for us?
As you gather as a family, talk about the words and phrases you speak to one another when
angry. Identify words or phrases that reflect jealousy towards one another. Talk about why
we sometimes feel jealousy towards one another. Read aloud today's Gospel, Luke 15:1-3,1132. Talk about why the older brother is jealous of the younger brother. Identify words that
the family members in the parable might say to one another to begin to heal their broken
relationships. Make a family commitment to say these types of words and phrases to one
another with greater frequency. Pray together the Lord's Prayer.
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/

Prayers and Aid for Ukraine
For almost a month, the invasion of Ukraine by
Russian troops has devastated cities and towns
across the country, cutting people off from
needed supplies, as many thousands flee their
homeland for refuge and safety in Poland and
other countries, while bombings and targeted
attacks continue to injure and kill hundreds of
innocent people.
Pope Francis has appealed for an end to the war
in Ukraine, and on March 13 at his Sunday
Angelus he said, "In the name of God, I ask: Stop
this massacre." As he called for the start of
serious negotiations to end the war, he encouraged people around the world "to increase
moments of prayer for peace."
As the faith community of Divine Savior, let us pray for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine
who are fighting to protect their freedom and independence against invasion by Russia. Let
us pray especially for mothers and children, fleeing their homeland for protection and safety
while husbands and fathers stay behind to fight against this brutal attack on their country.
Let us also do whatever we can to provide humanitarian aid to the people of Ukraine
through our monetary donations. This weekend, March 26-27, cash or check donations
(payable to Divine Savior) may be placed in our collection box in the back of church. Please
place your donations in an envelope labeled, "Aid for Ukraine".

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Returning to You
Loving God,
you are compassionate and forgiving,
showing us mercy through all time.
We bless you, God of goodness,
for you hear our cry,
and reach out in our distress.
As your holy people,
we ask that you hear our prayer
for a clean heart and a renewed spirit,
so that we may turn back to you
and receive your everlasting peace.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, March 27, 2022
Lavish and Bountiful Mercy
Today’s readings: Joshua 5:9a, 10–12; Psalm 34:2–3, 4–5,
6–7; 2 Corinthians 5:17–21; Luke 15:1–3, 11–32. A loving
father with property and some wealth. A son who is steadfast but jealous. A son who is unsettled and wanders. In
today’s language, the family in the Gospel parable might be
called “dysfunctional.”
This family is not very different from today’s families
whose members exhibit a mix of jealousy, misbehavior, and
mercy. After the younger son squanders his inheritance, he
returns to his home with humility. The father greets the son,
pouring out his love and mercy, and the son’s return is celebrated with much feasting. However, the older son, because of

his jealousy, is blinded to his father’s goodness, and selfishly
questions the father’s decisions. This son who has worked
hard for his father does not realize what has been right in
front of him for his entire life. The father in the story wants to
share his wealth and life and love with both of his children,
but pride gets in the way for the older son. With humility, the
younger son accepts his father’s forgiveness.
At times in our lives any of us might act as the younger
son, at other times as the older son, and sometimes like the
father. God is consistent, always offering unending love and
mercy. He always seeks to find the lost and offer life to those
once dead to sin.

This Week at Home
Monday, March 28
Seek the Miracle

With faith, the royal official asked Jesus to heal his son.
Upon the son’s healing, the whole household came to believe.
Do you have a request for God? Realize that God is awaiting
your petition. Look for Jesus today, for God is creating new
heavens and a new earth at every moment. Find a miracle
that unfolds for you today, however small, and share that with
someone. Today’s readings: Isaiah 65:17–21; Psalm 30:2
and 4, 5–6, 11–12a and 13b; John 4:43–54. Optional for any
day this week: Micah 7:7–9; Psalm 27:1, 7–8a, 8b–9abc,
13–14; John 9:1–41.

Tuesday, March 29
You Are Near

“The Lord of hosts is with us; our stronghold is the God of
Jacob,” we pray with the psalmist today. The psalm tells of
the “astounding things” God has wrought on the earth. In the
Gospel, the Lord certainly was with the sick man who had
been unable to enter the pool. There we see the God of mercy
who restores the man to wholeness. Trusting in God’s presence, pray the refrain of today’s psalm throughout the day.
Today’s readings: Ezekiel 47:1–9, 12; Psalm 46:2–3, 5–6;
8–9; John 5:1–16.

Wednesday, March 30
So Also the Son

In today’s Gospel, Jesus states that “a son cannot do anything
on his own, but only what he sees his father doing.” Jesus, the
Son, does not do anything except through the power of God.
What Jesus knows and sees the Father doing, Jesus will do.
Who has taught you how to live as a Christian? Write a letter
or call the person to acknowledge and thank them for their
example. Today’s readings: Isaiah 49:8–15; Psalm 145:8–9,
13cd–14, 17–18; John 5:17–30.

Thursday, March 31
Whom Do You Believe?

Many words and images come at us daily. Social media,
news outlets, conversations with colleagues and friends flood
us with messages. Jesus describes the many witnesses to his
identity and power, but his listeners still don’t trust all that he
has to offer. What helps you believe that Jesus is the Savior?
What keeps you focused on his message of truth? Make a
point to name and claim that this week. Today’s readings:
Exodus 32:7–14; Psalm 106:19–20, 21–22, 23; John 5:31–47.

Friday, April 1
Ever Close

Have you ever felt brokenhearted? Do you know someone
who is? Today’s psalm reminds us that God is always close to
those in need, to those struggling, and to anyone in distress.
Be especially attentive to show kindness to people you meet.
Many people are struggling silently. Your compassionate
presence will be a sharing of your faith in our loving and
merciful God. Today’s readings: Wisdom 2:1a, 12–22; Psalm
34:17–18, 19–20, 21 and 23; John 7:1–2, 10, 25–30.

Saturday, April 2
Unite in Christ

In today’s Gospel, we hear of a division occurring as people
argued over whether Jesus is the Christ. Today, many people
hostilely debate matters of Christianity. A visible sign of the
reign of God is unity, which can be sometimes hard to
achieve even in a parish. Talk about unity with your family
or a friend and make a commitment to help unite people as
the people of God rather than create any further divisions.
Today’s readings: Jeremiah 11:18–20; Psalm 7:2–3, 9bc–10,
11–12; John 7:40–53.
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