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Dates to Remember
 May 8: Fourth Sunday
of Easter — FCFF
Liturgy and May
Crowning, 9:00 AM
 May 14: Feast of Saint
Matthias
 May 15: Fifth Sunday
of Easter — Masses at
4:00 PM on Saturday
and 9:00 AM on Sunday

Embracing Others
in Love and Mercy
An evangelizing
community gets involved
by word and deed in
people’s daily lives; it
bridges distances, it is
willing to abase itself if
necessary, and it
embraces human life,
touching the suffering
flesh of Christ in others.
Evangelizers thus take
on the “smell of the
sheep” and the sheep
are willing to hear their
voice. An evangelizing
community is also
supportive, standing by
people at every step of
the way, no matter how
difficult or lengthy this
may prove to be. It is
familiar with patient
expression and apostolic
endurance.
— Pope Francis

May 8, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Easter

John 10: 27-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said:
“My sheep hear my voice;
I know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.
No one can take them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,
and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and I are one.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

A Mother’s Prayer
Loving God, you are both Father and Mother to us.
You gave us your own Beloved Child Jesus
that we may come to see,
from his words and deeds
of compassion
how much you care for us.
You gave us Mary, our Mother,
faithful disciple,
who treasured your word
in her heart.
Like her, may I be ever attentive
to her word.
Make me sensitive to the needs of my
children that they, like Jesus,
may grow in wisdom, age, and grace.
May they be joyous in their living,
compassionate in their loving,
and generous always in your service.
In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.
—Sr. Eleanor Bernstein, C.S.J.
Excerpted from Praying Our Lives: A Woman’s Treasury of Catholic Prayer, ©2011 by Ave Maria Press,
Notre Dame, IN.
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Sunday Gospel Connection: May 8, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle C
John 10: 27-30
Gospel Background: The fourth Sunday of Easter is also
called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three lectionary
cycles, the Gospel is taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel
of John. This chapter of John's Gospel follows Jesus' healing of
the man born blind and the rejection of this miracle by Jewish
leaders who question Jesus' authority to heal. Jesus responds
to this challenge to his authority by calling himself the Good
Shepherd. He is criticizing the Pharisees and other Jewish
leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so
angered that they attempt to stone and arrest Jesus (see John
10:31 and 10:39). This controversy with the religious leaders
continues until Jesus' death.
Set in a moment of tension and conflict in John's Gospel, today's Gospel reading is Jesus' answer to
the question, “Are you the Messiah?” Jesus responds by saying, in essence, “If you have to ask, then
you are not one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his unity with the Father. At the conclusion of these
words, John reports that the Jews intend to stone Jesus for blasphemy, but he escapes arrest.
We may be less familiar with the metaphors of sheep and shepherd than those to whom Jesus spoke.
The image of Jesus as Good Shepherd and the community of followers as his sheep has endured over
the centuries as a primary image in our faith tradition. Its power to describe the relationship
between Jesus and his followers transcends direct experience with sheep. The image speaks to us
about the protection, security, and care that shepherds represent for their sheep.
Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the familiarity and intimacy between Jesus and his disciples,
expressed as recognizing and knowing another's voice. Today's Gospel also speaks to the relationship
between Jesus and the Father. In the Gospel of John, Jesus identifies so closely with the Father that
he tells us that they are one—not just close, but actually one. To know Jesus is to know the Father.
Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into contact with God the
Father, removing all distance between us. Our relationship with Jesus is an invitation to share in the
life of God.

Family Connection: Not only can we recognize family members' voices, we can also read the tone
of their voices and know something about how they are feeling. In our relationship with Jesus, we
know Jesus' voice and are called to follow. Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts
us directly into contact with God the Father, removing all distance between us. In the Gospel of John,
Jesus identifies so closely with the Father that he tells us that they are one—not just close, but
actually one. Knowing Jesus means knowing the Father.
Read with your family today's Gospel, John 10:27-30. Ask your family members to talk about some
ways that Jesus brings them closer to God and closer to one another. Pray together the Acts of Faith,
Hope, and Love.
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-sunday-connection/

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Our Shepherd
Faithful Shepherd,
you know each member of your flock.
Open our hearts and minds
to see your presence in the world.
As the Good Shepherd,
you hear and answer our prayer.
May we allow your voice to resound
in our hearts.
Guide us to understand
that no matter who we are
or where we are in this world,
we are all members of your flock.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, May 8, 2022
Accompanying One Another
Today’s readings: Acts 13:14, 43–52; Psalm 100:1–2, 3, 5;
Revelation 7:9, 14b–17; John 10:27–30. Why does it seem
that differences in culture, religion, or preferences frighten
people? This appears to be the situation in the first reading
today. The Jews grew jealous when Paul and Barnabas
included the Gentiles in a Sabbath gathering. One group saw
themselves as more deserving than the other and grew angry
and violent. They wanted to keep the faith contained among
those like themselves.
In the Gospel, Jesus identifies his sheep as those who
“hear my voice” and “follow me.” Jesus gives them “eternal
life.” Jesus’ sheep only need to hear his voice and follow
him. It seems so simple, yet often people complicate

Christianity as they judge by appearances. Fear can lead to
anger and ultimately to excluding people who have many
gifts and talents to offer our communities.
When fearful of others, it is essential to pray for the
grace to see people as God sees them, to recognize the presence of God within those who come to us seeking to join our
journey of faith. Our prayer should lead us to treat each person with dignity and respect. May we strive to imitate the
reverence for others that is apparent in Pope Francis’ statement: “The Church will have to initiate everyone—priests,
religious and laity—into this ‘art of accompaniment’ which
teaches us to remove our sandals before the sacred ground
of the other” (The Joy of the Gospel, 169).

This Week at Home
Monday, May 9
The Voice of the Shepherd

Think of the people you love and how it feels when you hear
one of them say your name. Often, the voice of a loved one is
soothing. Jesus knows and calls us by name; if we are listening, comfort and security will be found even while facing
challenges. Today, allow yourself a few moments of silence
to hear your name being called by the Good Shepherd, and
know the gift of peace. Consider meditating on the words of
Sunday’s responsorial psalm: we are his people, the sheep of
his flock. Today’s readings: Acts 11:1–18; Psalm 42:2–3;
43:3–4; John 10:1–10.

Tuesday, May 10
A Hand to Hold

Jesus lets his doubters know that his followers, his sheep, are
secure with him. “No one can take them out of my hand,” he
says, “and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. The
Father and I are one.” No matter the situation or adversary,
Christians can rest assured that God cares for them. Today’s
readings: Acts 11:19–26; Psalm 87:1b–3, 4–5, 6–7; John
10:22–30.

Wednesday, May 11
Light in Darkness

“I came into the world as light, so that everyone who believes
in me might not remain in darkness,” Jesus states in today’s
Gospel. Unable to see in the dark, people often become
afraid. The darkness we find ourselves in can be as literal as
when the electricity is out during a storm, or figurative such
as when the future seems uncertain. When you feel enveloped by darkness, remember to look for Jesus to light your
path. Today’s readings: Acts 12:24—13:5a; Psalm 67:2–3, 5,
6 and 8; John 12:44–50.

Thursday, May 12
God Is Good

“For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord,” we sing in
today’s responsorial psalm. What are the blessings in your
life? Love, faith, family, friendship, a place to call home, our
health, a job are some of the blessings that might come to
mind. Many of these we take for granted. Grace, mercy,
and faithfulness are God’s promise to us. Even a moment of
gratitude opens us to the fullness of this promise. Today’s
readings: Acts 13:13–25; Psalm 89:2–3, 21–22, 25 and 27;
John 13:16–20.

Friday, May 13
Have Faith

Just as Jesus tells the disciples, he also tells us, “Do not let
your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith
also in me.” How often we allow our hearts to be troubled. It
seems as though worry and fear can become a way of life.
Spend time with the Gospel, placing yourself in Jesus’ hands
as you contemplate that he is “the way the truth and the life.”
Today’s readings: Acts 13:26–33; Psalm 2:6–7, 8–9,
10–11ab; John 14:1–6.

Saturday, May 14
Faithful and Kind

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks his followers to come to him in
prayer. “Whatever you ask in my name, I will do so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son,” he says. Not only does
Jesus desire to answer his followers’ petitions, but he seeks to
draw them to the Father. As we come to know Jesus, we come
to know the Father. Spend time in a conversation with God
and tell him your deepest concerns. Allow for quiet time to
listen to God in your heart. Today’s readings: Acts 1:15–17,
20–26; Psalm 113:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 7–8; John 15:9–17.
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