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Dates to Remember
 April 3: Fifth Sunday
of Lent — 9:00 AM
Mass and FCFF Unit 5
Formation Session
 April 10: Palm Sunday
of the Lord’s
Passion— Masses at
4:00 PM on Saturday
and 9:00 AM on
Sunday
God’s Gift of
Divine Grace
Salvation is a free gift of
the Lord that comes
within us and dwells in us.
Regarding this gift of
divine grace poured into
our hearts, one single
thing is asked in return:
unreserved giving. As we
have received freely, so
we are called to give
freely. The Spirit is a gift
for us and we, by the
power of the Spirit must
be a gift for others and
allow the Holy Spirit to
turn us into instruments
of acceptance, instruments
of reconciliation,
instruments of
forgiveness. If our life is
allowed to be transformed
by the grace of the Lord,
we will not be able to
keep to ourselves the light
that comes from his face,
but we will let it pass on
to enlighten others.
— Pope Francis

April 3, 2022

Fifth Sunday of Lent

John 8: 1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area,
and all the people started coming to him,
and he sat down and taught them.
Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman
who had been caught in adultery
and made her stand in the middle.
They said to him,
“Teacher, this woman was caught
in the very act of committing adultery.
Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.
So what do you say?”
They said this to test him,
so that they could have some charge to bring against him.
Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.
But when they continued asking him,
he straightened up and said to them,
“Let the one among you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.”
Again he bent down and wrote on the ground.
And in response, they went away one by one,
beginning with the elders.
So he was left alone with the woman before him.
Then Jesus straightened up and said to her,
“Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?”
She replied, “No one, sir.”
Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.
Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.
Psalm 126
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Sunday Gospel Connection: April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Lent — Cycle C
John 8: 1-11
Gospel Background: The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent
continues to offer lessons about God's mercy and forgiveness.
Last Sunday we heard the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the
Gospel of Luke. Today we hear not a parable, but the report from
John's Gospel of an encounter among Jesus, the scribes and
Pharisees, and a woman caught in adultery.
In John's Gospel, the conflict between Jesus and the scribes and
Pharisees occurs much earlier than in the Synoptic Gospels.
Jesus' cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem is reported at the
beginning of John's Gospel. Even after this event, Jesus
continues to teach in the Temple. After returning to Galilee for a
time, Jesus again enters Jerusalem and cures a man on the Sabbath. From this point forward in
John's Gospel, the Pharisees are described as making plans for Jesus' arrest and seeking his death.
In the chapter preceding today's Gospel, Jesus was teaching in the Temple area. Feeling threatened
by his teaching and his actions, the chief priests and the Pharisees are already sending guards to
arrest Jesus. The guards return, however, without arresting Jesus because they have been impressed
by his words. Even more than this, some among the crowds are considering the possibility that Jesus
is the Messiah. The chief priests and the Pharisees change their plan. Before making an arrest, they
seek to gather more evidence against Jesus by posing a question intended to trap Jesus.
Today's Gospel begins by reporting that Jesus is again teaching the crowds in the vicinity of the
Temple. The scribes and the Pharisees approach Jesus, bringing a woman who has been caught in
the act of adultery. They put to Jesus the question of what ought to be done in this case.
The Pharisees state clearly that according to the Law of Moses, those caught in the act of adultery
were to be stoned to death. Under Roman occupation, however, the Jewish people did not have the
authority to execute people; this is cited in John's passion narrative. To answer the Pharisees'
question, Jesus must propose an action that will be either contrary to the Law of Moses or contrary
to Roman law. The purpose of the question appears to be similar to the question about paying taxes
found in Mark 12:13-17. Either answer, yes or no, will support the Pharisees' case against Jesus.
Jesus avoids the trap, however, by offering an answer that was not anticipated by those who posed
the question. Jesus, after writing on the ground with his finger, addresses those who stand before
him and suggests that the one without sin cast the first stone. Jesus then returns to his writing. This
Scripture reading, by the way, is the only evidence we have of Jesus writing. Yet there are no specific
details about what he wrote.
We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one. Jesus has
eluded the trap they had prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and the Pharisees who do
not, in the end, claim to be sinless and worthy of passing judgment. These Pharisees are not as selfrighteous as the portrait found in the parable of the pharisee and the tax collector (See Luke 18:914).
Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one remaining to
condemn the woman, Jesus (the one who truly is without sin) sends the woman on her way, refusing
to pass judgment on her and exhorting her to avoid future sin.
(Continued on pg. 3)
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(Continued from pg. 2)
Jesus' response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us about making judgment
of others. It is a profound lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As sinners, we are all unworthy to
judge the sins of others and we would stand convicted by God for our transgressions. Yet Jesus, the
one without sin and thus our judge, offers us who are sinners his mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed
by Jesus' compassion, we are sent to sin no more and to live in God's love and peace.

Family Connection: There are few people that we know better than the members of our own
family. We know one another's strengths and abilities, and we also know one another's limitations
and weaknesses. Like the Pharisees in today's Gospel, we may be tempted to focus on the faults and
sins that familiarity with one another can sometimes reveal. As family members, however, we also
have the ability to see one another's faults and sins within the context of the whole person. When we
can keep this perspective, we are more likely to look upon one another with compassion. Family life,
then, presents us the opportunity to see one another as God sees us, not with judgment and
condemnation for our weaknesses and failings, but with mercy and compassion. When we learn to
withhold judgment for the faults we know are there and seek the best in one another, we help one
another to experience the depths of God's compassion, mercy, and love.
As you gather as a family, observe that when we know people well we know their faults as well as
their strengths. At times, we can be tempted to focus on the faults we see in others. Discuss what
your family life would be like if you always focused on one another's faults. Observe that in today's
Gospel, Jesus refuses to focus on the sin of the woman brought to him for judgment. Read aloud
today's Gospel, John 8:2-11. Ask: What did the people who focused on the woman's sin want
to do? (stone the woman) What does Jesus say to the people who accused the woman caught
in adultery? (that the person with no sin should throw the first stone) Are any of us without sin?
(No.) Observe that we can help each other to grow in God's love by refusing to focus on one another's
faults and sins. In this way, we can help one another to see ourselves as God sees us: with
understanding and compassion. Conclude in prayer together asking God to forgive our sins by
praying the Act of Contrition.
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/

Act of Contrition

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,
I have sinned against you, whom I should love above all things.
With your help I will do penance,
sin no more and avoid those things that lead me to sin.
Jesus Christ suffered and died for us.
In his name, dear Father, forgive me. Amen.

Good Friday Way of the Cross
April 15, 7:00 PM
Our FCFF children will lead the Way of the Cross
at 7:00 PM in the church,
as we commemorate the suffering and death of Jesus.
All families are asked to participate.
Please arrive no later than 6:50 PM.

Fifth Sunday of Lent

An Inward Gaze
Loving and merciful God,
you are steadfast and unwavering
in drawing us to yourself.
Hold us in mercy
as we look within
and discover how we need to change.

Give us the courage
to eliminate all judgment from our hearts.
Grant us the grace
to continue moving toward
what lies ahead, being one with you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, April 3, 2022
No Judgment, Know Jesus
Today’s readings: Isaiah 43:16–21; Psalm 126:1–2, 2–3,
4–5, 6; Philippians 3:8–14; John 8:1–11. Jesus’ lesson to the
crowd early in the morning changed when a woman was
brought before him. Placing the woman in the middle of the
crowd, the Pharisees tested Jesus by stating the charge of
adultery and the punishment: “Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?”
The few words Jesus used, along with his actions,
taught the crowd about withholding judgment and showing
compassion. Challenging the Pharisees to look within themselves, Jesus responded: “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” To the woman, he
showed compassion and support, telling her, “Neither do I

condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin anymore.”
Those who tried to entrap the Lord left one by one. The
woman was able to walk away with her dignity restored.
God may work in unexpected ways but always acts
with justice and compassion. Even in the desert, in a difficult
relationship, in the middle of struggle and distress, God can
make a way for us that leads to joy and fulfillment. Jesus
invites us to look within and make needed changes so that
we grow in holiness and steadfast faith. As followers of
Christ, we are to mirror his actions by withholding judgment and acting compassionately.

This Week at Home
Monday, April 4
I Know, Do You?

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “I know where I came from
and where I am going.” In the first reading, from Daniel,
Susanna clearly knows who she is, and stands firm though
she knows she will face serious consequences for her righteous decision. As you make your way through the week,
notice how you claim your identity as a Christian in your
words and actions. Today’s readings: Daniel 13:1–9, 15–17,
19–30, 33–62 or 13:41c–62; Psalm 23:1–3a; 3b–4, 5, 6;
John 8:12–20.

Tuesday, April 5
He Spoke

Many came to believe because of the way Jesus spoke. He
taught with a new authority and he spoke with words rooted
in the Father. His direct and assured manner of relating
to others attracted followers looking for the truth and
repelled those who wanted to remain in power. Does the
way you speak attract people to Christianity? Today’s readings: Numbers 21:4–9; Psalm 102:2–3, 16–18, 19–21; John
8:21–30.

Wednesday, April 6
Be Set Free

All of us sin, and at some points in our lives, may become
slaves to sin. Jesus shares his life with us, sets us free from
sin, and invites us to live in the truth. The sacrament of reconciliation allows people to begin anew in freedom each
time sins are confessed. Set a time for you and your family to
receive this sacrament of healing. Today’s readings: Daniel
3:14–20, 91–92, 95; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; John 8:31–42.

Thursday, April 7
Life in the Covenant

Over and over again, Jesus is challenged by the authorities,
and, repeatedly, he shares that he is who he says he is. He is
the new covenant, and in him we receive eternal life. The
Lord keeps his covenant forever. Journal today about how
you keep your side of the covenant with the Lord. Do you
attend Mass, pray regularly, offer service, work for justice?
Today’s readings: Genesis 17:3–9; Psalm 105:4–5, 6–7,
8–9; John 8:51–59.

Friday, April 8
The Lord Is with Us

Long before Jesus gets to Jerusalem and endures his passion,
leaders try to trap him and find reasons to arrest him.
Jeremiah deals with similar persecution. Even in the darkness of terror and wickedness, God is present with us. Pray
the stations of the cross with your parish family, or in your
home today. Today’s readings: Jeremiah 20:10–13; Psalm
18:2–3a, 3bc–4, 5–6, 7; John 10:31–42.

Saturday, April 9
Where Am I?

Holy Week begins tomorrow. The time has come for Jesus to
move toward Jerusalem. Take stock of your Lent so far. Have
you made any changes in your life? How is your prayer life
as compared to the beginning of this season? Write down
several spiritual goals as we step into the most holy of weeks
in our tradition. Make plans to set aside time to participate in
the services of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy
Saturday. Today’s readings: Ezekiel 37:21–28; Jeremiah 31:10,
11–12abcd, 13; John 11:45–56.
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