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Dates to Remember
 June 5: Solemnity of Pentecost
— Masses at 4:00 PM on
Saturday and 9:00 AM on
Sunday
 June 6: Memorial of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of the
Church
 June 12: Solemnity of the Most
Holy Trinity — Masses at 4:00
PM on Saturday and 9:00 AM on
Sunday

The Presence of
the Spirit
We are not alone: Jesus is
close to us, among us,
within us! His new
presence happens through
the gift of the Holy
Spirit, through whom we
have a living relationship
with him. The Spirit,
flowing within us through
the sacraments of baptism
and confirmation, acts in
our life. He guides us in
the way to think, to act, to
distinguish between what
is good and bad; he helps
us to practice the charity
of Jesus, his giving of
himself to others,
especially to the most
needy. The sign of the
presence of the Holy
Spirit is also the gift of
peace that Jesus gives to
his disciples. Each disciple
called today to follow
Jesus receives within him
or herself the peace of
the crucified and risen
one.

— Pope Francis

June 5, 2022

Pentecost Sunday

John 20: 19-23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
On the evening of that first day of the week,
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
and whose sins you retain are retained.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Lord, Send Out Your Spirit and
Renew the Face of the Earth
In today’s second reading from Saint Paul’s first letter to
the Corinthians, we hear these words proclaimed.
“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts
but the same Spirit; there are different forms of
service but the same Lord; there are different
workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some
benefit.” (1 Corinthians 12: 4-7)
On this great feast of Pentecost, we remember and reflect on the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit, given to each of us in Baptism, and strengthened and sealed in the
sacrament of Confirmation — Wisdom and Understanding, Counsel and
Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord.
Reflect on the working of the Holy Spirit in your life. How do the gifts of the
Spirit guide and direct you each day? Pray for the strength of the Holy Spirit to
help you use the individual gifts given to you to be an instrument of God’s love to
others.
Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful,
and kindle in us the fire of your love!
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Sunday Gospel Connection: June 5, 2022
Pentecost Sunday, Cycle C
John 20: 19-23
Gospel Background: The season of Easter concludes with today's
celebration, the feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we celebrate the descent
of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the upper room in
Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of
Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles, today's first reading. The
account in today's Gospel, taken from the Gospel of John, also recounts
how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. There is no
need to try to reconcile these two accounts to each other. It is enough to
know that, after his death, Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his
disciples a helper, an advocate, who would enable them to be his
witnesses throughout the world.
We previously heard today's Gospel on the second Sunday of Easter. At
that time, we also heard the passage that follows, which describes Jesus'
appearance to Thomas. In that context, we were led to reflect on belief
and unbelief.
In the context of the feast of Pentecost, this reading reminds us about the integral connection
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his disciples
with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun,
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” As he breathes the Holy Spirit upon them, Jesus sends
his disciples to continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins.
This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. This
reconciling presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church's sacramental life. In the Sacrament of
Baptism, we are washed clean from sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament of
Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of God in forgiving sins. This reconciling presence is also to
be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony
among people.

Family Connection: Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the Church. The Gospel for
Pentecost reminds us that the Church begins with the command to forgive. Within the family, the
domestic Church, we learn how to forgive and we learn to accept forgiveness. It is the gift of the Holy
Spirit that enables us to do both. Today is a fitting time to share a family celebration of
reconciliation.
As you gather together as a family, sit quietly for a few minutes, inviting all to reflect upon their
need to forgive and to receive forgiveness. If there is a situation or issue within the family that needs
attention, spend some time reflecting upon the concern and how your family might address it. Read
together today's Gospel, John 20:19-23. Talk together about how Jesus gave us the gift of the Holy
Spirit to help us in the work of forgiveness and to bring us peace. Pray together today's psalm, or the
Prayer to the Holy Spirit, asking that the Holy Spirit help your family. Share with one another the
sign of peace.

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgicalyear/sunday-connection/pentecost-sunday-cycle-c-sunday-connection/

Solemnity of Pentecost
Come, Holy Spirit, Come!
Come, Holy Spirit!
Shine the light of your presence into
our hearts.
Fill us with the goodness of your love
and mercy.
Free us from the darkness of doubt
and fear,
and open us to your healing love.
Soften our hearts that are hardened
by anger and distrust,
and guide us to know your power
present in every human heart.
May the witness of our lives be
a source of hope
to all seeking your comforting presence.
We seek to honor you all our days.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Prayer adapted from the Sequence
for Pentecost)

Sunday, June 5, 2022
The Power of the Spirit
Today’s readings: Acts 2:1–11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29–30, 31,
34; 1 Corinthians 12:3b–7, 12–13; John:19–23. Imagine the
energy that must have been in the room where the disciples
had gathered to await the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Anticipation may have been mixed with fear as the disciples
pondered the words about the Advocate. And then the driving wind and tongues of fire settle over them all.
Compelled to leave the locked room, the disciples find
themselves in the midst of a crowd from all ends of the
known world. Inspired to proclaim the “mighty acts
of God,” they are understood in the native languages of the
gathered. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the disciples are

bolstered by the gift of courage. Never again will they live
in fear.
This Pentecost day we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit given to us in baptism and affirmed in confirmation.
This Spirit is our life force as disciples. As followers of
Christ, we simply need to be open and ready for all that this
Spirit will do in and through us. It is the power of the Spirit
that will give us the courage and wisdom to be the people
God has called us to be. Through that Spirit, we bear witness that we are adopted children of God and, as St. Paul
says, we can cry, “Abba, Father.” As joint heirs with Christ,
we live to glorify God.

This Week and Beyond
Thursday, June 23
Called to be Prophetic

John the Baptist can be seen as a bridge between the Old
Testament and the New Testament. The Gospel for today
proclaims that “He (John) will be filled with the Holy
Spirit   .   .   .   and he will go before him (Jesus) in spirit and
power   .   .   .   to prepare a people fit for the Lord.” We too are
called to prepare a way for Jesus by our words and our
actions. We are called to be a prophetic voice calling for a
just and peaceful world. Today’s readings: Isaiah 49:1–6;
Psalm 139:1b–3, 13–14ab, 14c–15; Acts 13:22–26; Luke
1:57–66, 80.

Wednesday, June 29
Sts. Peter and Paul

Two men could not have been more different in their
approach to ministry than Sts. Peter and Paul. They disagreed upon how to spread the good news, but both possessed passion and commitment to the Gospel. Each of us
has been called in our baptism to take the message of God’s
love, mercy, and compassion to the world. How we accomplish our common mission will be as individual as our gifts
and talents. Today’s readings: Acts 12:1–11; Psalm 34:2–3,
4–5, 6–7, 8–9; 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 17–18; Matthew 16:13–19.

Friday, July 22
St. Mary Magdalene

Mary Magdalene is referred to as the apostle to the apostles.
While she is the first person to see Jesus after the resurrection, she only recognizes him after he says her name. With
her faith awakened in the encounter, she sees Christ. At his
request, she goes to the disciples and announces, “I have seen
the Lord!” If we slow down, we too will hear Jesus call our
name and our eyes will be opened to see him in those around
us. Today’s readings: Song of Songs 3:1–4b or 2 Corinthians
5:14–17; Psalm 63:2, 3–4, 5–6, 8–9; John 20:1–2, 11–18.

Saturday, August 6
Transfiguration of the Lord

The account of the transfiguration is proclaimed twice during
the liturgical year, on the Second Sunday of Lent and on
August 6, the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. Atop
a mountain, Peter, John, and James witnessed an event that
left them in stunned silence. First, they saw a transfigured
Jesus speaking with Elijah and Moses. Then they heard a
voice from the cloud say, “This is my chosen Son, listen to
him.” Take some time today to reflect on how you see Jesus
as your king in the fullness of his majestic glory. How do you
share your belief that Jesus the Lord is king, and most high
over all the earth? Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14; Psalm 97:1–2, 5, 6,
9; 2 Peter 1:16–19; Luke 9:28b–36.

Monday, August 15
Solemnity of the Assumption

As Catholics we believe that Mary was full of grace. This is
the angel Gabriel’s greeting in the account of the
Annunciation. The doctrine of the Assumption of Mary that
we celebrate today proclaims that at the end of her life, full
of grace, Mary was taken into heaven body and soul. Today
we ask Mary to show us the way to live full of grace. Today’s
readings: Revelation 11:19a, 12:1–6a, 10ab; Psalm 45:10,
11, 12, 16; 1 Corinthians 15:20–27; Luke 1:39–56.

Saturday, August 27
St. Monica

St. Monica is known for her perseverance in praying for her
son, Augustine. Her deepest desire was for Augustine to turn
to God. Today’s first reading proclaims: “This is the will of
God, your holiness.” Monica believed this with her whole
heart, and through an answer to her prayer, her son found
God and holiness. Will God do any less for us when we pray?
Today’s readings: 1 Corinthians 1:26–31; Psalm 33:12–13,
18–19, 20–21; Matthew 25:14–30.

© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Catherine Johnson and Mary Kay Kelley, ssj.
Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition.
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

