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Dates to Remember
 April 24: Second Sunday
of Easter — Masses at
4:00 PM on Saturday and
9:00 AM on Sunday
 April 24: Confirmation
Liturgy, 11:00 AM
 April 25: Feast of St.
Mark the Evangelist
 April 29: Memorial of St.
Catherine of Siena
 May 1: Third Sunday of
Easter — Masses at 4:00
PM on Saturday and 9:00
AM on Sunday
 May 1: First Eucharist
Liturgy, 11:00 AM

Divine Mercy Sunday
“In today’s Gospel, the
Apostle Thomas personally
experiences this mercy of
God. . . . And how does
Jesus react? With
patience: Jesus does not
abandon Thomas in his
stubborn unbelief . . . He
does not close the door,
He waits. And Thomas
acknowledges his own
poverty, his little faith.
“My Lord and my God!”:
with this simple yet faithfilled invocation, he
responds to Jesus’
patience. He lets himself
be enveloped by Divine
Mercy; he sees it before
his eyes, in the wounds of
Christ’s hands and feet
and in His open side, and
he discovers trust.”
— Pope Francis

April 24, 2022

Second Sunday of Easter

John 20: 19-31

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
On the evening of that first day of the week,
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
and whose sins you retain are retained.”
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands
and put my finger into the nailmarks
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
Now a week later his disciples were again inside
and Thomas was with them.
Jesus came, although the doors were locked,
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side,
and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples
that are not written in this book.
But these are written that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that through this belief you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Sunday Gospel Connection: April 24, 2022
Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle C
John 20: 19-31
Gospel Background: Today’s reading, from the Gospel of John, is
proclaimed on the second Sunday of Easter in each of the three Sunday
Lectionary cycles. This should alert us to the significance of the encounters
with the resurrected Jesus described in this reading. This Gospel combines two
scenes: Jesus’ appearance to his disciples after his Resurrection and Jesus’
dialogue with Thomas, the disciple who doubted.
Part of the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples
not as a spirit but in bodily form. We do not know exactly what this form was
like. Earlier in John’s Gospel, when Mary of Magdala first encountered the
risen Jesus, she did not recognize the figure standing before her until Jesus to spoke her. In Luke’s Gospel, the
disciples walking on the road to Emmaus did not recognize Jesus until he broke bread with them. We know from
readings such as today’s that in his resurrected body, Jesus was no longer bound by space; he appeared to the
disciples in spite of the locked door. And yet, on this resurrected body, the disciples could still observe the marks
of his Crucifixion.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus also
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun. As Jesus was sent by God, so too does Jesus
send his disciples. This continuity with Jesus’ own mission is an essential element of the Church. Jesus grants
the means to accomplish this mission when he gives his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit binds
us together as a community of faith and strengthens us to bear witness to Jesus’ Resurrection.
Jesus’ words to his disciples also highlight the integral connection between the forgiveness of sins and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness and reconciliation are gifts to us from Jesus. With the grace of the Holy Spirit, we
can share these with others. This is another essential aspect of what it means to be Christ’s Church. The Church
continues Jesus’ ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation.
Thomas, the disciple who doubts, represents the reality of the Church that comes after this first community of
disciples. All but the first disciples of Jesus must believe without seeing. Like Thomas, we may doubt the news
that Jesus, who was crucified and buried, appeared to his disciples. It is part of our human nature to seek hard
evidence that the Jesus who appeared to the disciples after his death is, indeed, the same Jesus who was
crucified. Thomas is given the opportunity to be our representative who obtains this evidence. He gives witness to
us that the Jesus who was raised is the same Jesus who had died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are
among those who are blessed for we have not seen and yet have believed.

Family Connection: Our family life would no doubt be enhanced if we were able to transform Jesus’
greeting into a central feature in our family’s interactions. After his Resurrection, “Peace be with you” is the first
thing that Jesus says to his disciples. This could be our daily family prayer for one another. In today’s Gospel, we
also hear that Jesus next breathed on his disciples and gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, each of
us has received the gift of the Holy Spirit as well as the forgiveness of sins. Peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Our
Baptism, then, invites us to share in the peace that Christ gave to his disciples and commissions us to share that
peace of Christ by generously forgiving others as Jesus taught.
As you gather as a family, think about gifts that you might receive together such as a coloring book and crayons, a
book and bookmark, or an electronic item and batteries. Observe that Jesus also paired two gifts together in
today’s Gospel. Read aloud this Sunday’s Gospel, John 20:19-31. Discuss the two gifts Jesus gave to his disciples:
peace and the Holy Spirit. Ask: What were the disciples to do with these gifts? (They were sent as Jesus was
sent by the Father to forgive sins.) Recall that we have each received Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit at our Baptism
and that peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Observe that since we also have received these gifts from Christ, we
are also sent to be people who forgive others as Jesus taught. Determine an action that your family can do to
share peace and forgiveness with one another. Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit or the Peace Prayer of
St. Francis.
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sundayconnection/second-sunday-of-easter-cycle-c-sunday-connection/
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Congratulations to our young persons from Divine Savior and Our Lady,
Mother of the Church who will be confirmed by Bishop Kevin Birmingham
this Sunday, April 24, at 11:00 AM.
They will take a significant step in their faith journey as they renew the
promises made for them by their parents and godparents at Baptism, and
are sealed with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit to strengthen them in their
own personal commitment to living lives of faith and service as fully
initiated members of the Catholic community of faith. Please remember
them, pray for them, and ask the Lord to continue to bless them.
Allyson (Catherine) Ayala
Marlena (Catherine) Butler
Mia (Philomena) Butler
Niko (Nicholas) Byrd
Isabella (Giuseppina) Caringella
Ralph (Francis) Clemente
Gianluca (Anthony) Cuffaro
Isabella (Gemma) Cuffaro
Gia (Gemma) Evola
Daniel (Dunstan) Flynn
Gianni (Vincent) Gimay
Mia (Rocco) Grzeskiewicz
Dominic (James) Hendrickon
Victoria (Rose) Hinojosa
Raymond (Charles) Jurado

Nicole (Faustina) Kubik
Sebastian (Christopher) Kubik
Gianna (Genevieve) Lala
Zuzanna (Frances) Niezgoda
Juliette (Gemma) Opiola
Emily (Emma) Ortiz
Tierney (Abigail) O'Shea
Julianne (Angela) Panlilio
Vivian (Catherine) Rusak
Kayla (Cecilia) Serchuk
Marianna (Phoebe) Valadez
Rosa (Catherine) Ventimiglia
Brianna (Maria) Zagone
Valentino (Maximilian) Zagorscak

We also congratulate and extend our prayers to Milton Valadez, father of
Marianna, who will be confirmed with his daughter, and to Adrian
Nevarez, who was previously confirmed and will receive a blessing from
Bishop Birmingham.
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Thank you to all of our families who were present
for the Way of the Cross
prayerfully presented by our children
as we remembered the events of Good Friday.
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With gratitude and appreciation to our catechists who
who worked with and prepared the children for this presentation.
Ms. Angela Magnelli
Ms. Christina Mikucki
Mrs. Kacie Bratko
Mrs. Fiona Tanny
Mrs. Nicole Rusak
Mrs. Theresa Magnelli
Ms. Joan Sipiora
Mrs. Domenica Duszynski
Ms. Julie McGuire

Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday of Divine Mercy

The Gift of Faith
Merciful God,
in this Easter season
you call us to see through eyes of faith.
Soften the hardness of our hearts
that keeps us from seeing you in
one another.
Give us the gift of your peace
and strengthen our belief in your presence;

especially when our vision is clouded by
fear and doubt.
We thank you for the gift of faith so
freely given
and for the courage to embrace that faith
and give witness to it
for the good of all people.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, April 24, 2022
All Things Are Possible
Today’s readings: Acts 5:12–16; Psalm 118:2–4, 13–15,
22–24; Revelation 1:9–11a, 12–13, 17–19; John 20:19–31.
At times, it may seem farfetched to place belief in a person
or a possibility. Having been sure at some time of an impossibility, we may identify with the apostle Thomas. He might
have felt that Jesus could not have risen from the dead.
So sure was Thomas in his absence of belief that he
told his friends, “Unless I see the marks of nails in his hands
and put my finger into the nail marks   .   .   .   I will not believe.”
Once Jesus entered the locked room, Thomas’ heart changes
and he declared, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus accepted
this change with mercy.

When tempted to lock ourselves away for fear of hurt
or disappointment, it is good to be mindful that Jesus Christ
can still be present to us. “Peace be with you,” he said to the
disciples and he says to us in our tribulations. The gift
of faith that he offers can provide the courage to step out of
the locked room where we hide our emotions, our gifts, and
our hopes. For our generation and so many others, Jesus
said, “Blessed are those who have seen and have believed.”
Where in your life are you unsure and need to change your
heart? Spend time asking Christ to enter that place and bring
you peace.

This Week at Home
Monday, April 25
Gospel Boldness

What does it mean today to speak the Word of God with
boldness? To embrace a life that is based on Gospel values?
Living out Gospel values can bring a beacon of hope to others. In the face of anger and hatred, such a way of living
means to choose to love; in the face of weariness and sickness, it means to be a healing presence. Whenever we choose
to hope, to love, and to heal, our faith is lived out loud. Such
a faith alerts others to the presence of God. Today’s readings:
1 Peter 5:5b–14; Psalm 89:2–3, 6–7, 16–17; Mark 16:15–20.

Tuesday, April 26
Creating a Community of Love

“The community of believers was of one heart and mind,”
we hear in the reading from Acts. Imagine the Church acting
with “one heart and mind.” The possibilities are limitless.
The poor among us would be cared for, those in need of
comfort and healing would find a place to rest, there would
be no one marginalized because everyone would be welcomed. Pay attention to those who enter your life and how
you welcome them. Your welcome reveals God’s love.
Today’s readings: Acts 4:32–37; Psalm 93:1ab, 1cd–2, 5;
John 3:7b–15.

Wednesday, April 27
God So Loved the World

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten
Son” has been heralded on posters, billboards, and T-shirts.
As today’s Gospel states, it is up to believers to live out the
truth of God’s love. Keep in mind that you reflect God’s light
and love in how you greet others, show compassion, and offer
encouragement. Today’s readings: Acts 5:17–26; Psalm
34:2–3, 4–5, 6–7, 8–9; John 3:16–21.

Thursday, April 28
Open to the Spirit

In the first reading, the apostles tell the Sanhedrin of the witness of the Holy Spirit; in the Gospel, Jesus says that the gift
of the Spirit is not rationed. This Holy Spirit surrounds us in
every moment, energizing us to offer to our world mercy and
compassion. Pray to the Spirit for courage to live the Gospel
in word and action. Today’s readings: Acts 5:27–33; Psalm
34:2 and 9, 17–18, 19–20; John 3:31–36.

Friday, April 29
Grace in Abundance

Many people worry about scarcity. They are concerned that
they do not have enough and even that they do not love
enough. God’s grace, though, is available in abundance. In
today’s Gospel, we hear of the apostles’ concern that there
was not enough food for the crowd. Jesus, however, provides
more than enough for all to have their fill. He takes precious
little food and transforms it into a feast that yielded twelve
baskets of food when all had eaten. Imagine what God can
do with our lives when we are open to transformation.
Today’s readings: Acts 5:34–42; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13–14; John
6:1–15.

Saturday, April 30
A Simple Prayer

Any parent or guardian stays constantly alert to the wellbeing of their children. Why is it so hard to imagine that God
does the same with us? As God’s children, we are not unlike
the disciples in the boat: sometimes we get tossed about by
life and feel anxious. As the disciples discovered, Jesus was
not far away. Just as Jesus calls out and reassures the disciples, he does so with us. When you are facing a moment
of fear, pray, “Jesus, I trust in you!” Today’s readings: Acts
6:1–7; Psalm 33:1–2, 4–5, 18–19; John 6:16–21.
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