
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7 
 
A reading from the first Book of Samuel: 
 
 When David and Saul approached (on David’s return after slaying the Philistine),  women 
came out from each of the cities of Israel to meet King Saul, singing and dancing, with 
tambourines, joyful songs, and sistrums. The women played and sang: “Saul has slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands.” Saul was very angry and resentful of the song, for he 
thought: “They give David ten thousands, but only thousands to me. All that remains for him is 
the kingship.” And from that day on, Saul was jealous of David. Saul discussed his intention of 
killing David with his son Jonathan and with all his servants. But Saul’s son Jonathan, who was 
very fond of David, told him: “My father Saul is trying to kill you. Therefore, please be on your 
guard tomorrow morning; get out of sight and remain in hiding. I, however, will go out and 
stand beside my father in the countryside where you are, and will speak to him about you. If I 
learn anything, I will let you know.” Jonathan then spoke well of David to his father Saul, saying 
to him: “Let not your majesty sin against his servant David, for he has committed no offense 
against you, but has helped you very much by his deeds. When he took his life in his hands and 
slew the Philistine, and the LORD brought about a great victory for all Israel through him, you 
were glad to see it. Why, then, should you become guilty of shedding innocent blood by killing 
David without cause?” Saul heeded Jonathan’s plea and swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall not 
be killed.” So Jonathan summoned David and repeated the whole conversation to him. 
Jonathan then brought David to Saul, and David served him as before. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13 
In God I trust; I shall not fear. 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, for men trample upon me; all the day they press their attack against 
me. My adversaries trample upon me all the day; yes, many fight against me. 
In God I trust; I shall not fear. 
 
My wanderings you have counted; my tears are stored in your flask; are they not recorded in 
your book? Then do my enemies turn back, when I call upon you. 
In God I trust; I shall not fear. 
 
Now I know that God is with me. In God, in whose promise I glory, in God I trust without fear; 
what can flesh do against me? 
In God I trust; I shall not fear. 
 
I am bound, O God, by vows to you; your thank offerings I will fulfill. For you have rescued me 
from death, my feet, too, from stumbling; that I may walk before God in the light of the living. 
In God I trust; I shall not fear. 
 
Gospel: Mark 3:7-12 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark: 
 Jesus withdrew toward the sea with his disciples. A large number of people followed from 
Galilee and from Judea. Hearing what he was doing, a large number of people came to him also 
from Jerusalem, from Idumea, from beyond the Jordan, and from the neighborhood of Tyre and 
Sidon. He told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, so that they 



would not crush him. He had cured many and, as a result, those who had diseases were 
pressing upon him to touch him. And whenever unclean spirits saw him they would fall down 
before him and shout, “You are the Son of God.” He warned them sternly not to make him 
known. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 2nd Thursday of the Year II 
 
The fickleness of the crowds brought about Saul’s threat to kill David. Saul was the king. Did he 
face the enemy in actual battle? He, like leaders still do today during war, was safely away 
under guard in a secure location. Yet, as our leaders still do as well, Saul took full credit for his 
soldiers’ sacrifice. They were to ones who fought, were wounded, died and faced the 
aftereffects of combat. When David received the true hero’s welcome from the citizenry, Saul, 
like some leaders today, felt threatened, incompetent and diminished as a leader. It was, in 
fact, David who had faced Goliath in battle and had risked his life for the nation and Saul, his 
king. 
 
We can see this plainly in the story. Saul assumed his superiority from his role as ruler. He saw 
himself as the warrior, not David. We know this as a sign of Saul’s inflated ego. It’s very easy for 
me to see this behavior in some of our contemporary politicians, but that’s never the point of 
scriptures. The message they offer is never for someone else. The message is for people like me 
who read them. The question for me to ask is, “How am I like Saul?” Because as long as I point 
to others’ egregious behavior I prove the point that I am the one who desperately needs to ask 
that question. I am always a sinner who needs God’s compassionate mercy for forgiveness. 
Then I can ask the question knowing its answer. 
 
Whenever I assume to be better than someone else, to know, truly, God’s will, I reveal my 
sinfulness. Who is the weakest and most ineffective, the one who denies or admits to personal 
weakness, failure and sin. When I face my human nature, I can rely on God’s nature to 
transform my own. What is God’s nature? God is love; infinite, eternal and always 
unconditional. On whom would I choose to rely? I’m never God and God is a mere thought 
away. To choose God is God’s gift to make. I will add that at the end of the story, Saul chose 
that path too. God still worked in him as God worked in David and now works in you and me. 
God can transform our sin into grace. My strength is weakness. My true strength is the Lord. 
 
“Conan, what is best in life?” “To crush your enemies, to see them driven before you, and to 
hear the lamentations of their women!” These words have haunted me since I first sat enrapt in 
the theater. They are in sharp contrast to the message of today’s Psalm. The psalmist prays for 
mere deliverance from adversaries and not their destruction by God’s mighty power thus 
making the link between the psalmist’s prayer and the choice that Saul has made and the 
choices we make. The fact that, unlike Conan the Barbarian, as sinners, we seek redemption 
and forgiveness from God. For God’s compassion is for all sinners and includes our adversaries 
and those we can’t stand. 
 
As I remember, attending that movie in the theater, it was here, in Norridge. It was on my day 
off with priest friends. The three of us sat behind two women, a mother and daughter who took 
great delight in one particular scene in the movie. Conan came upon a hut, in the forest, of a 
comely young woman who invited him in. Almost immediately they began to make out. In the 
process, she began to transform into a demon clawing at Conan’s throat. Fortunately, Conan, 
who was mightily strong, freed himself from her deadly embrace and threw her into the hut’s 



hearth and roaring fire. There she writhed and screamed until she shot out into the night as a 
fireball careening and screaming off the forest’s trees into the far distance. After the scene was 
over, the mother turned to her daughter and remarked dryly, “He sure lit her fire!” We took 
great delight over hearing the remark. Forgive my digression, but the story still gives me a 
smile. Once in a while we need to smile. It was also, as I remember, the highlight of the movie. 
 
So far in our reading of the gospel of Mark, Jesus has been inundated by more and more people 
seeking a miracle. The crowd was so great that he sat in a boat anchored off shore as a buffer 
from them. Jesus offered the good news of God’s salvation as the throngs sought to get more 
from Jesus. Some of the demons proclaimed Jesus identity, “You are Son of God!” That sounds 
like an angelic profession of faith and not a demonic message to suppress. Why would Jesus 
want to hide his identity? The sign of Jesus divinity was not in the healings and exorcisms; it was 
his death and resurrection from it. 
 
Jesus did not come to be a faith-healer and wonder worker. Jesus offered God’s salvation and 
forgiveness of sins. The crowds sought something else; God to solve their troubles. Faith in God 
and in Jesus leads to a new way to live out a new relationship with God. Faith will never 
eliminate our troubles, pain and woes. Faith enables us to know God’s nearness as we 
experience them. Jesus’ path was to suffer and die on the cross. Jesus experienced the gory to 
experience his glory. The path of pain for him and us is redemptive. God never took away Jesus’ 
pain. God was the strength that Jesus received to do it. Jesus, with God’s grace, was able to face 
the cross which led to his resurrection. God is also our strength as we face our lives. We can 
know God’s presence as we face our pain too. 
 
God’s love transformed Saul’s threat to David that stemmed from Saul’s perceived threat of 
David to his kingship into trust of God that led to trust of David. Can we receive such a gift? God 
saw the psalmist could prevail amid adversaries. God did so without crushing them. Can we 
pray for our enemies’ salvation as we pray for ours? Jesus preached God’s Word and served 
God’s people despite their misconceptions. Can we continue to hear Jesus words of forgiveness 
and salvation? 
 
May God give, in love, us what we need to face our world; patience, forgiveness and hope. 
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